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Lesson Overview: In this lesson students become familiar with the hardships that came
with westward expansion when traveling by wagon. Students will experience the
limited space of the wagon. They will also learn about the necessities that were carried
on the wagon. Students will journal their thoughts and feelings how it might feel to be
an early traveler.

Objectives: After completing this lesson the student will be able to:

* Describe in detail the hardships that came with covered wagon travel
(SStudies GLE — 2A, Process Stand. 1.10, 2.1, 4.1)

* Reflect in writing facts and feelings of what it would be like to traveling
during the 19 century across the plains
(CA Writing GLE - 3D, Process Stand. 1.8, 2.1)

* TFollow directions to complete a two-step task.
(C Arts GLE — 1A) (Process Stand — CA 5,6 1.5,1.6, 1.10)

Materials: Technology:
CD-Rom
The Oregon Trail 8" Edition, 1998. Travel on the Oregon Trail in 1848
and experience the hardships encountered on the trip.

Printed Resource:
Pathways to America, the Oregon Trail, Hatch, Lydia. 1994
Map — Oregon Trail

Mormon Pioneer Trail

Class Time: 2 — 50 minute class period

Teacher Input: Introduce pioneer life on the westward expansion. Before the lesson
starts, tape a 4" X 12’ rectangle on the floor. Group the students and have a piece of
paper and pencil available for each group. Have the groups elect a secretary for their
group. Explain that the class is taking a trip. The trip will take three months and we
need to prepare for the trip.

Engagement question:



0. What do you think you will need to take it you were going to be gone from
home for three months? Don’t forget to tell them that they will be traveling in a
covered wagon.

A. Answers will vary. Instruct each group to make a list of things that they will
need during the trip.

After about 10 minutes, bring the groups together and discuss some of the
things that they came up with.

Followed by: Read the information from the Oregon Trail Pamphlet, and the
Mormon Pioneer Trail Pamphlet.

-Discussion about what early pioneers actually took on their trip through
the west. (list attached)

-Discuss what some of the terrain might be like to travel over in a
covered wagon.

-Other problems with living in a covered wagon.

These descriptions can be found in the foldable pamphlet that can be obtained through
the National Park System.

Activity:

How Much Space Is There?

Direct the student’s attention to the 4° x 12’ rectangle that is on the floor.
Tell them that this is about the same area that is covered by a standard
covered wagon.

Have each group predict how many classmates can get into the space.
Have them test their predictions.

Remind the students that they will travel along way, plus they need to
remember that they will also have supplies to load in the wagon.

Questions for review:

Closure:

Assessment:

How would your group revise your supply list?
Is there anything major you would have to leave at home?

How many of you would like to travel for 3 months in a covered wagon?
Why or why not?

After reviewing the concepts, students will have a guided writing
for their journal entry.

Journal entry. Write about your thoughts of covered wagon
travel.

Tell me 4 things you wanted to take on the trip but couldn’t and
why you can’t take them.
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Paragraph
Construction

All
paragraphs
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introductory
sentence,
explanations
or details, and
concluding
sentence.
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paragraphs
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introductory
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explanations
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concluding
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constructed
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structure was
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sentences
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the
paragraphs.
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When families traveled on the pioneer trail, they had to
take all the items that they would need in order to live
while they were on the trail. They could only take what
they could fit in their wagons on this journey. Below is a
list of various items they might need in order to survive.

To do this activity, pretend that you are beginning a
journey on the pioneer trail. Your wagon is only able to
carry 1,500 pounds of supplies. What items would you
take on your journey and how much of each item? Make
sure you don't go over the 1,500 limit. Talk about why you

decided to take the items you took.

Wagon Train Supply List
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